No 128 4th December 2020

Theme of the Week: Love your enemy and
your neighbour

Dear Parents/Carers,
I hope this week’s newsletter finds you well at the end
of the second national lockdown. We have welcomed
the start of December at school this week. Decorations
are going up and students are enjoying engaging with
various competitions and Christmas activities. Although
we are beginning to get into a festive mood it is
important to make clear that every day until the
CONTACT DETAILS

Christmas break is a valuable day for learning and
growth and it remains very much ‘business as usual’
right up until the 17th December. Staff are busy marking
Year 11 mock papers and students will receive results
back next week, with reports being issued to parents
before the end of term. Students in other year groups
are taking assessments this week which will inform
teachers’ planning for next term and give us a good
indication of their progress to date. We continue to be
impressed with our students’ attendance and attitude
to learning during the ongoing pandemic; they should
be congratulated for their resilience. We have been
very pleased to welcome a Literacy Specialist to our
staff team this week, funded by the government’s Covid
catch-up funding. Mr Fin Kang will be working with
small groups of students to support their literacy, and
therefore their progress across the curriculum. We are
also pleased to introduce our new Deputy Headteacher
to you in this newsletter, Mr Richard Chamberlain joins
us in April to replace Ms Lowney who leaves us at
Christmas to take up her first headship at St Andrew’s
School in Worthing. I will be writing to parents to
explain how we will be covering the gap in the Easter
term.
Mrs Price
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Last day of term
Christmas day
INSET day
Year 9 options evening
Epiphany
Orthodox Christmas
day

King’s School
Christmas Card Winner and Runners Up

Final Day of Term and January INSET

Thank you to all students who submitted entries for our
Christmas card competition this year. Many
congratulations to Jessica Beard of 8R who created our
winning Christmas card design with her stunning angel
image.

The final day of this term is Thursday 17th December.
Students should arrive at school for 8:30am as usual on
this date in normal school uniform. All students will
have some lessons on this day, as well as a pre-recorded
end of term assembly and collective worship, and an
extended morning break where a brunch service will be
available in the canteen.
Students will be dismissed from school as follows:

Congratulations also to the following runners-up who
turned created some lovely designs:
•
•
•
•

Ella Kaps and Sophie Whewell (10C)
Lottie Lambert (9C)
Thea Vellacott (8R)
Evie-Mae Thaxter (7E)

•

Year 7: 12.50pm

•

Year 8: 12.55pm

•

Year 9: 1.00pm

•

Year 10: 1.05pm

•

Year 11: 12.10pm

Public bus services will run as normal but the bus
companies are unable to amend the times of school
only services so please ensure that your child has
considered their travel home from school on this date.
Parents and carers are reminded that the first day of
next term, Monday 4th January is an INSET day and the
school will be closed to all students on this date.

Extracurricular Clubs
The Department for Education’s guidance regarding
extracurricular clubs this term has been confusing. They
have now clarified that clubs can run in school. We have
taken the decision not to introduce clubs this term;
clubs mean that students would be mixing with
students they wouldn’t necessarily be mixing with in
lessons. This increases the risk of virus transmission in
school and puts more students at risk of needing to selfisolate in the event of a positive case. We are, however,
planning to re-introduce some limited clubs from
January. These clubs will be afterschool only, as our
current staggered lunch arrangement prohibit clubs
running during the school day. We are going to start
with sport clubs, separated into year group bubbles.
Capacity will be limited. We will of course expand our
offer as vaccines are rolled out, the risk of virus
transmission recedes and government advice changes.
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King’s School
Children previously in care

New staff profile- Mr Kang

If you are a parent/carer of a child who was previously
in care (if your child has been in the care of a Local
Authority and you are their parent through adoption, or
if you care for them under a Special Guardianship, Child
Arrangement or Residence Order) please let us know by
emailing e.edwards@kingsschoolhove.org.uk. We may
be able to claim the Pupil Premium Plus Grant (PP+) in
relation to your child if they were ever ‘in care’. This is
a sum of money which can be used specifically for
supporting ‘post looked-after’ students and helps pay
for interventions and resources to assist them in their
learning. In order for us to claim this funding for eligible
students, we must have this information before the PP+
deadline which is in January each year.

As the new Literacy Specialist
Teacher, I would like to thank the
King’s School community for the
amazing welcome that I have
received. I will be providing literacy
support in the form of intensive,
small-group instruction aimed at raising the literacy
achievement levels of students.

Please be assured that this funding is invested to
support our most vulnerable students and makes an
enormous difference to the work we can do. It is never
used to subsidise the daily running and maintenance of
the school.

Reverse advent update
As we come towards the end of term, form groups have
already started collecting items for our reverse advent
hampers. Please do talk to your child about what their
form are collecting. If you are able to add an extra
couple of items to your shopping basket, we would be
really grateful to receive them. Food basics and
toiletries are welcome, as well as more ‘Christmassy’
items.

Carol Service
Although we are not able to have our usual Carol
Service this year, students have been busy recording
carols and songs. Our Carol Service will be available to
be streamed at 6pm on Tuesday 15th December. The
link will be in next week’s newsletter. We do hope you
will join us virtually for this celebration.

I am originally from the West Midlands, but I lived and
worked in Manchester for over ten years. I have had a
long and varied career in education, and my passion for
English is reflected in my academic achievements. I
hope to inspire and motivate students to recognise
their own potential and the power of language and
literature.
I have travelled extensively and taught in international
schools in both Europe and Asia. I am an amateur
photographer, and I enjoy rambling and hiking. During
my travels, I achieved several personal goals in
completing high-altitude treks in the Himalayas.
Travelling also gave me the opportunity to carry out
voluntary work and give back to the communities I
visited. I also fulfilled a lifelong dream and jumped out
of a plane from 13,000 feet!

Face Mask reminder
Please can we ask all families to ensure their child brings
appropriate face masks to school with them each day.
Masks remain compulsory in communal areas and are a
key part of our measures to keep students and staff
safe.
Students must bring at least one face mask for use on
school premises and a second mask if they use public
transport; the face mask used on public transport must
be taken off and put in a bag/blazer on arrival at school
and the second face mask worn in school.
Students who do not have a mask will be required to get
one from the school office, where a small supply is
available. Due to the significant cost to the school of
providing masks, parents/carers will be asked to
provide £1 for every two masks their child uses from the
school supply. The cost will be charged to your
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King’s School
parentpay account, please can you check parentpay and
ensure payment is made.
We appreciate your continued help and support with
ensuring that our students continue to comply with
school policy on wearing face masks in communal areas.

D of E

Supporting Teens with Anxiety
If you have a teenager who is struggling with anxiety
and you are wondering how to best support them,
Brighton and Hove are running free courses for parents
in January. Please see the Families, Children and
Learning area on their website, where you can enrol for
a course. https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/familieschildren-and-learning/family-learning-onlineclassroom.

Attendance
Congratulations to Yr9 for
achieving 98% attendance
on Thursday this week.
Well done!

Student of the Week
Students of the week for week ending 4th December
2020
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

Joy Ann Digbeu-Riquier
Seth Ofei-Kwatia
Sophie Humphrey
Trinity Kendrick (Drama)
Benjamin Harvey (Tutor
and Computer Science)
Emma Humphreys (DT)
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King’s School
Christmas baubles

Student Christmas lunch

Thank you to all of our students that designed
wonderful Christmas baubles fo us to display in the
office! Below are our winners:

Our catering team will be serving our annual Christmas
lunch on Tuesday 15th December. Students will be able
to enjoy a traditional Christmas roast, complete with
pudding and a cracker all for £2.50. A vegetarian option
will also be available.

•

Best bell bauble: Jo, 7P

•

Best circle bauble: Lola, 8E

•

Best star bauble: Ollie, 7B

•

Most detailed bauble: Sorrel, 9G

•

Most colourful bauble: Aaron, 7B

•

Most imaginative bauble: Esther and Millie, 7B

•

Most King’s bauble: Kitty, 7P
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If your child would like a Christmas lunch, please just
make sure your child has £2.50 on their catering
account that day, you do not need to order this lunch in
advance. Students who receive Free School Meals will
be able to use their FSM as usual. Those students with
food allergies or dietary requirements who would like a
Christmas meal are asked to see Mrs Minall in the Dome
Diner in advance to ensure that a suitable option can be
prepared for them. Please note that there will be
limited other options available on this day.
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