
 

 

Headteachers Update: No 324, 27th 
March 2026 

Theme of the Week 

Freedom from slavery and forced labour (Rights & Responsibilities) 



Dates for your Diary 

 

Monday 13th April: INSET Day 

Tuesday 14th April: First day back at school after Easter Break 

Friday 17th April: Harry's Village Fashion and Fizz fundraising evening, 6:00 - 10:00pm at The 

Engineerium, Hove 

Monday 20th April: Year 10 Exams begin 

Thursday 11th June: Year 10 Parents' evening 4:30-7:30pm (on site) 

Thursday 2nd July: Year 6 Parents' Welcome Evening 5:30-6:30pm (on site) 

Friday 3rd July: INSET Day 



Sports Fixtures 

 

Details for all sports fixtures will be emailed home to parents / carers. 

Attendance 

"Fantastic attendance from Year 7 this week, who not only achieved over the school target 

of 96% every day, they achieved two days over 97% and one day at 98%!!  You are incredible 

Year 7!!" 

Students of the Week 

Year 7: Alex D in 7B for contributing to activities during Neurodiversity Celebration Week!  

Year 8: Jessica N for outstanding help to a member of the community outside of school. 

Year 9: Oscar W for his great work in History 

Year 10: Isla E 

Year 11: Bronte S for great History focus  



Year 9 Battlefields Trip to the Somme and Ypres: A Powerful Journey 

Through History 

Last week our Year 9 students embarked on an unforgettable two‑day visit to the battlefields 

of Ypres and the Somme, an immersive opportunity to deepen their understanding of the 

First World War. Travelling via the Eurotunnel, spirits were high from the moment we set off, 

and students demonstrated impeccable behaviour throughout. Their engagement with staff, 

guides, and the historical sites themselves was outstanding, making the trip both 

educational and deeply meaningful.  

 

Exploring the Ypres Salient. 

Our journey began in Poperinge, where we visited the Deserters’ Firing Post. Here, students 

reflected on the harrowing reality of wartime discipline and the emotional strain endured by 

soldiers on the front line.  

We then travelled to Langemark German Cemetery, where Mr Chamberlain led an 

insightful discussion on the striking differences between German and Allied headstones. 

Students explored how symbolism, design, and commemoration vary across nations. We 

also examined the significance of Adolf Hitler’s wartime visit to the cemetery during the 

height of Nazi control, and what this revealed about the politics of memory. 

At Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest Commonwealth cemetery in the world, students learned 

about the global nature of the conflict. They were challenged to find as many 



Commonwealth headstones as possible, an activity that highlighted the truly international 

scale of the war effort. 

Our next stop was Essex Farm, the site closely associated with John McCrae’s famous 

poem “In Flanders Fields.” Here, students explored the medical dressing station and 

discussed the immense developments in battlefield medicine. They also learned the moving 

story of Joe Strudwick, a 15‑year‑old soldier who had lied about his age to reach the front 

line. 

At Hooge Crater Museum, students enjoyed a brilliant guided tour from the owner, Nik, who 

brought the history of the Western Front to life with engaging stories and detailed artefacts. 

We continued to the Passchendaele Museum, where students experienced the recreated 

trench system. Walking through the narrow dugouts and muddy walkways offered a 

powerful, sensory understanding of trench conditions, one of the most memorable 

moments of the entire trip.  

After an evening meal at a local Belgian restaurant, we attended the Menin Gate Last Post 

Ceremony, where students represented the school with honour by laying a wreath in 

remembrance of the fallen. It was a moving and dignified conclusion to our day in Ypres. 

The Somme. 

Reflecting on Sacrifice on day two, we travelled south to the Somme region.  

Our first key stop was the Accrington Pals memorial, where we discussed the heartbreaking 

story of Pals Battalions, groups of friends, neighbours, and co‑workers who enlisted together. 

Students explored the motivations behind this movement and the devastating consequences 

it had for working‑class communities across Britain. 

We then visited Beaumont‑Hamel Newfoundland Memorial Park, one of the best-

preserved battlefields of the First World War. Walking through the original trench lines 

allowed students to visualise troop positions and the scale of the battlefield. Mr 

Chamberlain guided us through the harrowing events of 1 July 1916, explaining how the 

Newfoundland Regiment suffered catastrophic losses within minutes of going “over the top.” 

Our final stop was the Thiepval Interpretation Centre and Memorial, where the names of 

over 72,000 missing soldiers are inscribed on the walls. Here, Mr Chamberlain explained why 

wartime death notices often conveyed messages of “instant death” and “no suffering,” 

helping students understand how families were comforted during a time of immense grief. 

In a poignant conclusion to our trip, we located the name of Mr Chamberlain’s own 

great‑grandfather and reflected on the lasting impact and legacy of the war. As a school, we 

gathered for a prayer and a two‑minute silence in his memory and in honour of all who 

served. 



The trip was blessed with glorious weather, wonderful attitudes, and a genuine sense of 

unity. Students behaved impeccably, asked thoughtful questions, and represented the school 

with maturity and respect. Alongside meaningful historical learning, they also had great 

fun—strengthening friendships, sharing new experiences, and gaining perspectives that 

classroom lessons alone simply cannot provide. 

We are incredibly proud of our Year 9 cohort for the way they conducted themselves and 

fully embraced this opportunity. It was an enriching and moving journey, one that we hope 

they will carry with them for many years to come. 

 

 



 

 

Last Friday's Enrichment Day 

Last Friday was the second enrichment day of the year. Students had a fantastic day taking 

part in a wide range of activities and trips.  

Year 7 swapped activities from last time with students switching places to take part in the 

Science Museum trip to London and the in school Globe Players Theatre day. 

Year 8 learnt about the First World War with a live speaker from the Living History team and 

the opportunity to use their creativity to make trenches. 

Year 9 took part in the History trip to Ypres (see the separate report). There was also a group 

visiting the rewilding site at Knepp who found out about the work being carried out and the 

wildlife that is thriving on the site. Students in school walked to Benfield Valley to look at the 

importance of protecting the areas around us as well as across Sussex. 

Year 10 took part in a culture day in school. They learnt about the work of Compassion UK 

and about the experiences of students and staff from cultures around the world. In the 

afternoon these students completed a series of games and sports from around the world. 



Year 11 completed vital coursework with their GCSE deadlines looming. The year group 

worked hard and made the most of the opportunity to improve their grades and to complete 

important work. 

Our final enrichment days of the year will be on Monday 6th July and Tuesday 7th July. 

Watch this space... 

 

King’s Choir Perform at Climate Change Music Event 

On Friday 13th March, a group of King’s students took part in a collaborative music project 

with Brighton Festival Youth Choir (BFYC), bringing together schools from across Brighton & 

Hove to create original songs on the theme of climate change. The event culminated in a 

performance at the Attenborough Centre for the Creative Arts, University of Sussex. 

Since September, a dedicated group of Key Stage 3 students worked hard to compose King ’s 

entry, later rehearsing it with the King’s Choir in preparation for the performance. On the day, 

students took part in a range of music and drama workshops before taking to the stage. They 

delivered a confident and emotive performance alongside a range of impressive 

contributions from other schools. The day was filmed, and as soon as the performance 

footage is made available, it will be shared with the students. 

Although King’s did not take the top prize, the experience was hugely rewarding, and I am 

very proud of our students and how they represented King ’s. Well done to all! 

Miss Woods 



 

Historian of the Fortnight! 

Congratulations to Nia J, this week’s Historian of the Fortnight! This student has shown 

resilience and dedication to History over the last half term. They ask insightful questions and 

never fail to challenge a numerical error in my PPTs! Your inquisitive nature combined with 

your strong work ethic has resulted in outstanding grades and exceptional explanations 

throughout the year. You bring a competitive and fun energy to 11B for which we’re all 

grateful for. A huge well done and keep up the hard work! 

 



Sixth Form RE Day: Exploring Sacred Spaces 

Our Sixth Form students enjoyed a thought‑provoking RE Day in London on Friday exploring 

how both traditional and modern spaces can express the sacred. 

In the morning, the group visited the Tate Modern, including Tracey Emin’s Second 

Life exhibition. Emin’s powerful and personal works encouraged students to consider how 

themes such as vulnerability, identity, and meaning can also create a sense of the sacred 

beyond conventional religious settings. 

We crossed the bridge and headed to St Paul’s Cathedral, where students experienced the 

grandeur and symbolism of one of the country’s most important religious sites. They 

reflected on how architecture, art, and atmosphere shape worship and spiritual experience.  

The day offered a rich contrast between historic and contemporary expressions of spirituality, 

sparking thoughtful discussion and inspiring new perspectives. 

 



 

 



Let's Dance! 

Our Let’s Dance students were in the spotlight on Thursday, 19th March at The Dome. After 

months of dedication during their rehearsals at after-school dance club, they performed a 

truly amazing dance on stage. This moment not only allowed our students to express 

themselves and connect with a live audience, but it was also a shared experience providing a 

powerful sense of accomplishment. Madison S. has taken part in every Let’s Dance since 

joining King’s and this was her last year performing.  

Well done to all the students! 

Girls in STEM trip to the University of Sussex 

This term, a group of Year 10 girls went to the University of Sussex to explore cardiovascular 

medicine by measuring their own heart rate and blood pressure, neuroscience by making 

neurons with play dough, and looking at actual brains under the microscope in the 

Alzheimer's research lab. They all engaged fantastically well and asked lots of challenging 

questions! 

 

 



 

 

Neurodiversity Celebration Week at King’s School 

 



Last week, King’s School proudly celebrated Neurodiversity Celebration Week, a time 

dedicated to recognising and valuing the many unique ways our students think, learn, and 

experience the world. Throughout the week, students explored what neurodiversity means, 

learned about different neurotypes such as autism, ADHD and dyslexia, and reflected on 

how these differences bring incredible strengths to our school community. 

 

As part of the celebrations, students watched a video created by autistic students from a 

school in London, who interviewed their staff about lived experiences, the importance of 

embracing differences, and their personal “superpowers”. This helped our young people 

understand how empowering and affirming it can be when others share their own stories. 

Across all year groups, King’s students took part in activities encouraging them to identify 

their unique abilities, strategies that help them succeed, and ways to build resilience. They 

discussed how different thinking styles contribute to creativity, problem‑solving and 

empathy, and how making small adjustments can ensure everyone feels included and 

celebrated.  

At King’s, we are committed to nurturing an inclusive mindset, promoting curiosity, patience 

and openness, and ensuring every young person feels a strong sense of belonging. 

Neurodiversity Celebration Week was a wonderful reminder that no two brains are the same, 

and that is one of our greatest strengths. 



 

 

Year 8 Frontline Living History Trench Day 

Year 8 took part in an immersive enrichment day focused on life on the front line during the 

First World War. The day began with a workshop delivered by Frontline Living History, which 

explored the global nature of the conflict, recruitment, soldiers’ uniforms and equipment, 

daily life in and out of the trenches, weaponry, gas warfare, and more. 

Students had the opportunity to handle real and replica artefacts and to try on items such as 

helmets and hand grenades, helping bring the period vividly to life. 

Following the workshop, students created their own trench shoebox dioramas. They 

approached this task with real enthusiasm and creativity, producing some excellent pieces of 

work, many of which have been kept for display. 

To conclude the day, we watched Private Peaceful to consolidate their visual understanding 

of trench warfare and deepen their empathy for soldiers’ experiences. 

It was an excellent day overall, and Year 8s behaviour, engagement, and attitude throughout 

all activities were exemplary. 



 

 



 

Reach for the Stars - STEM Day 

Last week, 14 Year 7 and 8 students visited Hove Park School for a STEM event for girls called 

'Reach for the Stars'. They took part in exciting workshops about X-rays, helicopter flight, 

solar energy and the science of pain. They also listened to a fascinating talk by Dr Elinor's 

D'Elia, a materials scientist from Imperial College that featured a gecko! Our students had a 

fantastic day and learnt a lot about the world of STEM.  

 



Year 9 Trip to Hamilton 

Fifty Year 9 students had the fantastic opportunity to attend a performance of Hamilton this 

week, and the trip was a resounding success. From start to finish, our students were a credit 

to the school, their behaviour in the theatre was exemplary, and several members of the 

public commented on how respectful and engaged they were throughout the performance. 

About the Show 

Hamilton tells the story of Alexander Hamilton, one of the Founding Fathers of the United 

States, charting his rise from an orphaned immigrant to a key figure in shaping a nation. Told 

through a groundbreaking blend of hip‑hop, R&B, and musical theatre, the show explores 

themes of ambition, legacy, revolution, and the personal rivalries that shaped early 

American politics. 

The performance was outstanding. Students were captivated by the music, storytelling, and 

choreography, and many commented on how powerful and exciting they found the 

production. It was wonderful to see them so enthusiastic and immersed in the experience. 

Overall, it was a brilliant evening out and great way to mark the end of term. Both staff and 

students had a great time, and we look forward to offering more enriching cultural 

opportunities in the future. 

 



PTA Disco 

 

Thank you to our wonderful PTA who hosted a 'Neon' disco for Year 7 and 8 students on 

Thursday evening this week! Students enjoyed a professional DJ set and plenty of 

refreshments as they took the opportunity to unwind with friends at the end of a busy term. 

Thank you to all parents/carers who supported the PTA by buying tickets to this event and to 

all PTA members and volunteers who enabled it to happen. The PTA are currently looking at 

part funding some new staging for the school which will be a very welcome resource.  

Donate a prom outfit 

As our Year 11 prom season approaches, we are excited to celebrate our students’ hard work, 

resilience, and achievements. But we also know that the cost of formal wear can be a barrier 

for some young people who would love the chance to take part in this special occasion. This 

year, we’re launching our Prom Clothes Donation with the support of the PTA—an initiative 

to help ensure that every student can step into prom feeling confident, included, and ready 

to make lasting memories. 

What We’re Collecting 

We welcome donations of gently used: 

Prom dresses and evening gowns 

Suits, tuxedos, blazers, trousers 

Shoes, bags, ties, and accessories 

Jewellery and hair accessories 

All sizes, colours, and styles are appreciated! If it’s clean, in a good condition, and something 

a young person could proudly wear, we would love to receive it. 

Donations can be dropped of at the front reception by Friday 24th April.  

Thank you for your support.  



Mrs Coles 

 

 

Logo Sports online discount! 

Logo Sports are currently offering an online discount for school clothing: Kings High School – 

Logo Schoolwear 

This discount will end on Monday 6th April. 

Year 13 Key Dates 

We wish our Year 13 a restful and productive easter holiday in the run up to their final exams. 

It is important that they are using a wide range of revision resources and have a revision 

timetable in place.  

A reminder that the final day for Year 13 students is Friday 8th May when we will celebrate 

their time with us. Study leave will start after this date. They are able to come into King's to 

use the study room and see teaching staff if they would like up until their final exams. 

A copy of the exam timetable is here 2026 GCE TT for Web v2.pdf 

https://www.logo-schoolwear.co.uk/product-category/kings-high-school/
https://www.logo-schoolwear.co.uk/product-category/kings-high-school/
https://kingsschoolhove.org.uk/documents/exams/2026%20GCE%20TT%20for%20Web%20v2.pdf


 

Year 11 Easter Interventions and Key Dates next Term 

Some Year 11 students will have been invited to interventions in English, Mathematics, 

Geography, Art and Music on Thursday 9th and Friday 10th April. Your support in ensuring 

that your children attend if invited is much appreciated. A reminder on timings is below. 

 

 

First Day of the Summer Term and INSET 

Please note that Monday 13th April is an INSET day and the school will be closed to all 

students on this date. All students should return to school on Tuesday 14th April for an 

8:30am start as usual.  



Get into Games: Brighton / Brighton Youth Centre / 31st March, 

11am-4pm 

A one-day careers event supporting 12-18-year-olds in the city and beyond with guidance 

and support for how to get ahead in a job in the UK's largest creative sector. Meet local 

studios, listen to talks from sector professionals and play video games! Tickets are 100% 

free, all you need to do is register here.    

 

Posters and Information 

 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/G3reCvDV6fRDL3sQfQSQA-lH?domain=luma.com
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